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First Sunday in Advent

Cycle C – November 28th, 2021

OPENING PRAYER
Leader: Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me your paths.
All Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my
savior, and for you I wait all the day.
Leader: Good and upright is the Lord; thus he shows sinners the way.
All: He guides the humble to justice, and teaches the humble his
way.
Leader: Let us invoke the presence of the Holy Spirit:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them
the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And you shall renew the face of the earth.
Oh God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of
the faithful, grant that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise
and ever enjoy his consolations, through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING [ Jeremiah 33 (14-16) ]

The days are coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel
and Judah. In those days, in that time, I will raise up for David a just shoot; he shall do what is
right and just in the land. In those days Judah shall be safe and Jerusalem shall dwell secure;
this is what they shall call her: “The Lord our justice.”

A prophet is not someone who foresees the future. A prophet is someone who has been chosen by God to
deliver His message. Jeremiah was one of the prophets of God. He was sent to preach a message of warning
to Israel. But the Israelites did not want to listen to Jeremiah. Then something terrible came upon the
Israelite people: their land was attacked and destroyed by pagans lead by Babylonian king Nebuchazedar.
They were taken from their land and had to live in exile, in Babylon, a strange –pagan land. Th e emotional
impact was severe, because on top of that, they had to witness how the Temple, the House of Yahweh had
been destroyed by the invaders.

By orders of the king, Jeremiah was sent to prison, but despite all his struggles, the Spirit of God gave him an
optimism that was translated into a message of hope for his own people, but also for us, Christians of the
Third Millennia. After more than twenty-five centuries God’s message is as actual for us as it was for
Jeremiah’s contemporaries. And this happens because God’s words are timeless; they are addressed to all
women and men of all ages. We are not reading here a message from a certain man named Jeremiah; this
reading contains God’s words as they were inspired to the prophet. God’s words will always be “words of
eternal life”.

The prophet, who received from God the gift of looking farther than from the present reality, has been
enabled to proclaim that God never abandons his people... although sometimes we might think so. Jeremiah
repeated what the Holy Spirit revealed to him: that someday restoration will come and that a king chosen by
God, a descendant from David will rule the way God planned, with kindness and justice... The Good News is
that such king has already come, the king whose feast we celebrated on last Sunday, Jesus Christ, the King of
the Universe.

We can read the promise that righteousness and justice will be established on earth, however, we see that
this problem is yet unresolved. Could we honestly say that justice had reigned sometime? When? Where? Is it
because the Messiah has not yet come? Is it because God does not honor his promises? Let us look for the
response in our faith. The Messiah has not only come, but he came to stay among us. The Lord came, but still
has to come. He is with us but not completely. We have welcomed his presence, but we are not yet making
his teachings the norm for our lives. He acts, but needs our hands. He doesn’t distribute the fruit but the
seeds. This is our job: To live in a permanent Advent, waiting for the second coming of the Lord, and in the
meantime, we need to work to establish His kingdom on earth. Let us review our lives to see how we are
responding to the Lord’s trust in us as disciples who are called to work for his kingdom...



(1) Advent is the season to reflect about the coming of Christ and to verify how much of his kingdom has been established
among us. Perhaps this year our resolution should be to live a better Advent than in previous years. How can we do this
individually and in community?
(2) What kind of attitudes and practices might make it difficult to have a good Advent preparation?
(3) Why do we say that Advent is a season for hope?
(4) What would life be like for the person who lacks hope?
(5) What can we do to persevere in our hope, especially in those times when God delays his response and it looks as if he
didn’t exist?

SECOND READING [ 1 Thessalonians 3 (12-13) ]

Brothers and sisters: May the Lord make you increase and abound in
love for one another and for all, just as we have for you, so as to
strengthen your hearts, to be blameless in holiness before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his holy ones. Amen.
Finally, brothers and sisters, we earnestly ask and exhort you in the Lord
Jesus that, as you received from us how you should conduct yourselves to
please God and as you are conducting yourselves you do so even more.
For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

This is the oldest writing in the New Testament. St. Paul wrote it to the Christians in Thessalonica several
years before the first gospel was written by Mark. The members of the Church in that city were very
concerned about the promised second coming of Christ, assuming it was imminent. Paul gives them some
pastoral advice to transform their anxiety into a healthy hope. This passage shows the kindness of Paul.

Paul always taught his communities the love for the other, but he never did it as a command; rather, he used
a friendly suggestive tone. In this passage the apostle Paul asked his community to follow his teachings
because they will help them to find a close relationship with God. The path is long, but we must persevere
day by day in order to become better disciples of the Lord.

Paul doesn’t speak in his own behalf, but in the name of the one who sent him, Jesus Christ. The message is
not from Paul, but from the Lord Jesus himself. Like Paul, we are called to bring back to the world the hope
that some people have lost. And the best instrument to have success in this enterprise is quite simply, LOVE;
but not a love that is simply declared, but a love that is fully practiced!

(1) What do you think it means when Paul writes, “abound in love for each other”?
(2) How can we practice such love?
(3) Do we get better results, by means of discipline or through love? Why?
(4) “By the way you love each other you will be known”. Give examples of how we may exercise love for each other and give
witness to the world of Christian love.

GOSPEL Luke 21 (25-28), (34-36)

Jesus said to his disciples: “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on
earth nations will be in dismay, perplexed by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will

die of fright in anticipation of what is coming upon the world, for the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these signs
begin to happen, stand erect and raise your heads because your
redemption is at hand.
“Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing and
drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life,
and that day catch you by surprise like a trap. For that day will assault
everyone who lives on the face of the earth.
Be vigilant at all times and pray that you have the strength to escape the
tribulations that are imminent and to stand before the Son of Man.”



Toward the end of Luke’s Gospel we find this farewell discourse of Jesus to his apostles. He teaches about
the attitude we should have in regards to his second coming (also known as “parousia”). We don’t have to get
distracted by the language used, but on the contrary, try to find the message he intends
to communicate.

If these calamities were to really happen, they would be minor compared to the joy in
eternity. We hope and expect to enjoy the eternal life promised by Jesus Christ to his
disciples and shouldn’t be afraid of how and when our life in this world will end. Our
interest shouldn’t be on how the world will end, but what will come afterwards. The
important issue is that everything will come to an end with the triumphant coming of
Christ. The “signs” are nothing but a pale manifestation of the glorious life that waits for
us.

In order to enjoy this glorious end (actually it is not “an end” but “a beginning” of a
never ending life), we must have our “voucher in the pocket”. We must be ready, by simply practicing the
teachings of Jesus Christ. Our response must be pronounced today, but not only with words from our mouth,
but by living a life according to our faith. If we do so, we will never experience fear of dying or being scared
by the idea of the end of the world, because we will be nourished by hope through the practice of love based
on our faith that tells us that everything happens for our good.

(1) Jesus says that we must pray to gain strength. Do you really believe that you will become stronger if you pray? Why?
(2) Could it happen that we don’t get the strength directly from God but through other persons? Why? How?
(3) How can we be a source of strength to others?
(4) Can you remember a time of confusion, anxiety, or a time of hopelessness? How was that situation solved? Can you
recognize and remember the presence of God in that moment?
(5) What would you like to gain spiritually from Advent this year?

CLOSING PRAYER
Leader: Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and the end: We conclude this meeting and we lift up our
hearts to, you, divine origin of all life.
All: We give you thanks for the gift of being among us today. We give you thanks for the gift of fellowship,
understanding, and mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your power and glory because
we know that we may count with your assistance in the worries that we share. For these and many more gifts,
we give you thanks.
Leader: Hear O Lord our prayers (here the faithful may present their petitions and the rest will respond, Lord hear our prayers)
All: In the same way you blessed us when we convened, we ask you, O lord, to bless us and keep us safe in
our return to our homes, + in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Leader: Let us go in the peace of Christ. Amen
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